US Message Text Formatting (USMTF), Military Standard (MIL-STD)-6040, is the mandated standard for messages when communicating with the Joint Staff, combatant commands, and Service component commands. The USMTF program applies to all character-oriented message text formats used in DoD operations and National Security (NS) and DoD information technology (IT) systems. USMTF facilitates information exchange by standardizing message formats, data elements, and information exchange procedures. Through this standardization, joint, combined and coalition forces enhance command, control, communications, computers, and intelligence (C4I) interoperability.
USMTF operator training is necessary to ensure that the increased combat capability afforded by USMTF is effectively employed in all joint and coalition operations and exercises. The Joint Interoperability Division, under FORSCOM is the designated USMTF trainer for the joint warfighter and is responsible for developing, maintaining, managing and conducting USMTF training.
The Joint Multi-TDL School offers two USMTF courses to user organizations. Instruction is provided on the currently implemented USMTF STANDARD using the Common Operating Environment (COE) Message Processor, more commonly known as "CMP". Certified by the Joint Interoperability Test Command (JITC), CMP replaces all past versions of MTF message editors and supports both legacy and Defense Message System (DMS) organizational messaging requirements. Attendance at both courses is unit-funded. The two courses offered are:
1.      USMTF Automated Message Preparation Course (JT-105) 
The JT-105 USMTF-Automated Message Preparation (USMTF-AUTO) course introduces the USMTF program.  The USMTF-Auto course is procedures oriented and includes practical applications and hands-on software training in the preparation of MIL-STD-6040 compliant messages such as GENADMIN, SITREP and ATO.  The Common Message Processor (CMP) and the web based Automated Message Handling System (AMHS) are used in the course to prepare messages and verify message composition IAW MIL-STD-6040.  The course is geared towards warfighting operational staff members who will be required to compose formatted messages.  There are no JMTS prerequisites.  The USMTF-AUTO course is 8 hours/1 day in length. 

2.      USMTF Manager Course (JT-205)
The JT-205 USMTF-Manager (USMTF-MGR) course introduces the resources necessary to support organizational messaging needs and offers in-depth training on USMTF program items and the Common Message Processor (CMP) message preparation system.  The USMTF-MGR course supports the training requirements of CJCSI 6241.04 as they apply to the military services, combatant commands, and defense agencies.  The course is designed for personnel who have been designated to support their organization’s formatted messaging requirements, implement a new USMTF training program or sustain/support a program already in place.  The prerequisite for the USMTF-MGR course is JT-105.  The USMTF-MGR course is 24 hours/3 training days in length.
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